
Top left:  Nayland School ’s  
            Country dancing 
Second top; The Village Player’s  
        Bawdy Saloon Bar scene 
Centre:  Village Society Stalls;  
          the Horticultural Society 
Right:  Nayland Village Choir 
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And if that was not enough the Fayre was followed 
by a Country and Western evening in the Village 
Hall that was many times oversubscribed.  
 
What a Day! 
 
There were some fifteen commercial stalls offering 
crafts, games and plants and some twenty village 
society stalls offering food, drink, games and 
competitions and articles for sale.  In addition the 
Community Council ran four stalls to raise money to 
cover costs of the event with any surplus going into 
its funds.  The White Hart being in the centre of 
activity provided a barbecue in the street and 
reasonably priced buffet inside and made a 
contribution to cost of the event. 
 
It was a very enjoyable day and staging it brought 
together many members of the village and at the 
same time made a useful contribution to Village 
Society coffers and some £2000 to the Community 
Council Funds.  This event was a fine example 
of a community working together and thanks is 
due to everybody involved.  Well done. 

Not even a heavy shower of rain could dampen the  
enjoyment of Nayland’s third Street Fayre held on 
4th July the anniversary of American Independence 
which was the theme of the event.  It started at 
11am with a fancy dress competition and ended at 
4pm with a grand finale led by the Di-Vine Line 
Dancing Display Team.   It was an action packed 
six hours!  
 
Planning had started way back in November 2003 
with Community Council Executive and a number of 
other enthusiasts and went through five meetings 
and a planning party to recruit more volunteers to 
help out on the day.  We were determined to stage 
an event that involved all age groups and exploited 
the talents that we had in the village. 
 
We were serenaded by the Nayland Choir ;  
charmed by Nayland School’s Country dancing; 
entertained by the Nayland Hand Bell Ringers; 
amused by Nayland Village Players Bawdy 
Saloon Bar Scene; appreciative of Stoke by 
Nayland Middle School Jazz Band; entranced 
by the ferrets and watching them race and fired up 
by the Office Needs Tiddly Winks Races.  

Top left:  Visitors at the Fayre 
Second top; A queue at the very 
                   popular Pimms Stall 
Centre:  The Bows ’n Belles  
             Clog Dancers from Aldham 
Left:  Pam Baker’s Cookie Stall 



2005 



2005 
Led by the Community Council the village again celebrated 

the 400th anniversary of the capture of Guy Fawkes as 
he attempted to blow up King and Parliament. We had a 
magnificent bonfire built and lit by the Bugg Family and a 
fine display of fireworks. Refreshments were provided by 
members  of the committee and their families. 

 
We had an outstanding display of  9 Guys made by pupils at 

the school which were burnt on the bonfire. 
 
It was a very enjoyable evening and our thanks go to all 

those helpers that made it go so well. 
 
The event provides the one opportunity for members of the 

village to get rid of their combustible rubbish. But please do not 
dump rubbish on the bonfire site from now onwards as it be-
comes unsightly and has to wait until next November to be 
burnt. Please ensure the rubbish is combustible. This year we 
have found concrete posts, wire from mattresses, wheels from a 
bicycle and bricks left in the ashes! 

REMEMBER REMEMBER THE 5TH OF NOVEMBER 

We had a most successful Christmas Bazaar 
on 3rd December and there seemed to be a 
good ’buzz’ around the Village Hall throughout 
the afternoon.  The village choir did us proud 
and the horse and trap rides provided by Karen 
Baalham were a great success.  We were lucky 
with the weather.  Roll on next Christmas !!! 

The report from the next meeting is too late 
to be included in this newsletter but it gives me 
an opportunity to talk about a suggestion that 
the Village sets up an emergency First Response 
team that goes out to people needing help before 
an ambulance arrives.  A First Response team is 
trained to give oxygen and operate a defibulator 
and gives initial support to heart attack patients 
until help arrives. Training and support is 
provided by the East Anglian Ambulance Trust 
but we may have to finance the equipment 
needed ourselves. 

Normally one member of the team would be 
on duty at any one time and would hold the 
equipment.  He/she would be alerted by the 
ambulance trust and would go to the person and 
provide help and support until the ambulance 
arrives.  To be successful we need to train at 
least 5 members of the village and preferably 
many more as this will reduce the load on 
individuals.  Boxford has had a First Response 
Team for 3 years and have 19 people in the 
Team.  Training takes two days and is arranged 
over a weekend and there may the odd 
continuation training sessions arranged to keep 
people up to date.  This is the sort of service a 
community can organise itself and I shall raise it 
at our next meeting. Meanwhile anybody 
interested should contact me. 

Our next meeting is Monday 30th January 
at 8pm in the Church Hall.  Please note the 
changed date. The executive will meet at 
7.30pm I look forward to seeing  you all then. 

 

Andrew Gowen 

 

Chairman’s report:    
The second year of my chairmanship has gone very quickly and it has been enjoyable.  We have had a busy and successful 
year in what we have done and the funds we have raised. Of our activities:  
 The Community Times stands out as a most successful venture under the editorship of Lorraine Brooks, Anna Boone the 

advertisement manager and Roy Evans and his team of distributors. The Community Times provides essential information 
of the village activities; allows our local businesses to advertise and provides us with tips and interest articles which is 
something Lorraine has been developing throughout the year.  

 The quiz in 2004 and the Quiz we have just had is an important Village Event which brings us all together for a very con-
vivial evening and provides an income of £3-400 as well.  

 The Street Fayre in July was hard work and is something we only want to do every other year – so we do not have one 
this year. We made about £2000 for the Community Funds and the Societies all made something. In September we have 
got to start planning the next one in July 2006 and the first decision is do we want it?  It is aimed at providing a fund raising 
opportunity for the village societies and not to provide a market for outsiders.   

 Another successful bonfire night making £720 and a Christmas Bazaar making £350.  
 So as we will hear from our Treasurer, we have had a very successful fund raising year and we have been pretty success-

ful at giving it away as donations.  
 
         All these activities require to be set up and I am very grateful to the Committee and others for the work that has 
taken place.  
  

Without a Street Fayre this year we could organise another event which hopefully does not involve too much work. It has 
been suggested we organise a ‘Hog Roast’ on the Playing Fields or Court Knoll during a balmy summer evening and include 
society stalls/fund raising in the form of games. This something to think about  

We should be proud of the successes of our Societies. The Conservation Society meadow project needs a special men-
tion and the Gardener’s Question Time visit that was so successfully organised by the Horticultural Society. Each society in 
its own way has been providing entertainment or a service or social service to our village which enhances the community 
spirit. It is this spirit that is envied by outsiders and there is a steady stream of people trying to find their own property in the 
village to join us. We can only achieve this by working together and helping each other which I think we do and this is a major 
role of your Community Council.  

The Nayland and Wiston website is going from strength to strength and is being used by the Parish Council and the Com-
munity Council and some of the Societies but it could be used much more. In the coming year we must ensure we exploit its 
full potential. Did you know for example that it provides a vast list of tradesmen that we could call upon in an emergency?  I 
would like to thank Graham Griffiths for all the work he does on the Web site that he set up. It has become an important  as-
set to the village and we are very fortunate. In January our telephone was converted to take broadband which for those inter-
ested will speed up our E Mails and web browsing.   

During the year we have lost Ron Padget who played such an important role in our village over many years and in the 
Royal British Legion in particular. We miss him. Very recently we have lost Nick Hardinge in tragic circumstances. Nick was 
involved in everything:  from gilding the Church Cock, raising the flags on the Church, painting our houses and participating 
in Village events. He was a village character that will be sadly missed.  

I am grateful to the few stalwarts that have turned out to work on the Community Council  plot in the Village Hall garden. 
There has been a great improvement over the year in all the plots and I hope that the Village Hall Management Committee 
appreciates our efforts. We are suggesting another Village Hall gardening session from 9am on Saturday 2 April and if other 
societies do it at the same time it could be a social event and we can help each other.  

Should you wish me to continue as Chairman, I am happy to continue for a third year but this must be my last. It is essen-
tial to have a fresh face with new ideas to take over and we shall be working on this throughout the year. If there is anybody 
who would like to join the Executive to become more involved please let me know. More volunteers and helpers are always 
welcome. We are desperate for a secretary for example. The key to any successful organisation is strong Executive Commit-
tee and we are fortunate to have that.  

Finally I want to thank everybody in the Community Council Team and Society representatives for the support they have 
given the Council over the past year; preparing and running our activities; the Quiz; the Street Fayre; the bonfire; Christmas 
bazaar; erecting the Christmas Tree;  attending our meetings. Without this support we could not function and I think that Nay-
land would be a poorer place without its Community Council.   

Ken Willingale thanked Andrew for all his hard work over the last year.  
Treasurer’s Report and Adoption of the Accounts.  
Alan Machin, the treasurer, reported that the funds stood at £12,882 made up from £10,248 on deposit, £1711 in the bank, 
£13.09 in cash and £910 loan to the Parish Council. There had been a surplus of £2831 on the year after allocating £4220 in 
grants. This was a very satisfactory situation. The Chairman proposed that the accounts be adopted , this was seconded and 
passed unanimously.  
Andrew Gowen thanked Al Machin for the hard work and support he had given over the past 2 years.  
 

Election of Officers.  The following officers were elected;  
President  Ken Willingale, Vice-President Roy Evans, Chairman  Andrew Gowen,  Vice-Chairman Jenny Smith, Secretary  
to be decided at a later date but Andrew will stand in, Treasurer  Paul Watson  
Parish Council Representative.  Bryan Smith, Legal Adviser it was agreed to use the auspices of Suffolk Acre  
Individual Members:  Claire Prescott, Al Machin, Mandy Cook, Mark Stephens-Row, Barry Wakefield and Iain Wright.   
Executive Committee: David George, Tricia Hall, Alan Hodges, Lorraine Brooks.  
 

 Community Council AGM 2005 
Chairman: Andrew Gowen 2 6 2 5 3 4  
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Minutes of the A.G.M. held on 13 March 2006  
 

Chairman’s report: 
This is the end of the third and final year of my Chairmanship and again it seems to have gone very quickly.  I have 
enjoyed being involved in the various activities that the Community Council has organised. We have given away 
grants of some £1500 during the year and still had a surplus of over £1200.  
Of our activities:  
 The Community Times continues to stand out as our most successful venture under the editorship of Lorraine 

Brooks, Anna Boone the advertisement manager and Roy Evans and his team of distributors. The Community 
Times provides essential information on village activities, allows our local businesses to advertise and provides 
us with tips and interest articles. We are particularly grateful to Lorraine for this. I have to admit that we have 
excluded some controversial articles which have disappointed some members of the village but we cannot get 
involved in arguments that could lead to legal proceedings for which we are not insured.  

 The quiz in 2005 and the quiz we have just had is a fun village event and we could have many more teams. A 
number of people some of them single approached me afterwards saying them were unable to get a team 
together. Perhaps next year we should have a Clearing House of names of people who want to take part so we 
can organise them into teams. The use of different team names allows us to be anonymous should our ignorance 
be too embarrassing.  

 We had another successful bonfire night making £740 and a Christmas Bazaar making £316.  
 We shall hear more of  this from our Treasurer, we have had another successful fund raising year and we have 

also provided some useful community activities  
 

We did not have a Street Fayre during 2005 but we are already planning for the Street Fayre on 16th July this year.  
It has a ‘Bastille Day/ French Revolution theme which gives us plenty of scope and all it needs is enthusiastic 
participation by all our Village Societies. The format will be similar to previous years and let us pray that we have 
good weather although the shower of rain did not dampen the enthusiasm at our 2004 
Fayre. We are having a planning and recruiting party for the Fayre at Parkers on Saturday 
20 May.  

Our societies have also had a very good year with the Village Players and the Nayland 
Choir doing us proud with their productions. The Conservation Society’s Meadow project is 
developing well and the good old British Legion has been planting trees to commemorate 
wars of old. I do feel that our village community is fortunate in the diversity of its different 
societies. The establishment of a monthly over 60’s lunch under the auspices of the 
Church has been particularly successful with some 35-40 regular diners and the Village 
Lunch is another successful event. All these activities would not take place without the 
enthusiastic band of supporters who are prepared to give their time and energy to make 
them work.  

Sadly during the last year we lost John Slater, Margaret Thompson, Rosemary Stone 
who have all played an important role in our village during their life time and very recently 
we have lost Fred Ridd who was the Stoke by Nayland policeman for many years.  

I am grateful for the few stalwarts that turn out twice a year to renovate the Community 
Council garden plot at the Village Hall. It is beginning to look good as are the other plots 
being managed by the Societies. We shall need to develop them further if we are to enter 
the Anglia in Bloom competition which is the subject of a later agenda item. Anyway 
please note we are having a gardening morning from 9am on Saturday 8 April.  

This is the end of my last year as Chairman and I am very grateful for all the support 
you all have given me over the last 3 years. We are very fortunate that Alan Hodges has 
agreed to take over from me and I wish him well. I am keen to stay on the executive 
committee as I enjoy being part of the Community Council team.  I am delighted to 
announce that Hazel Gardner has agreed to act as secretary for a trial period. So everybody 
must be nice to her as we want her to take it on permanently. 

Finally I want to thank everybody in the Community Council Team and Society repre-
sentatives for the support they have given the Council and the work they have done in the 
village over the past year; preparing and running our activities; the Quiz; the Street Fayre; 
the bonfire; Christmas bazaar; erecting the Christmas Tree; attending our meetings. 
Without this support we could not function and Nayland would be a less enjoyable place to 
live in without them. 

Ken Willingale, the Council President, thanked Andrew for the enthusiasm and hard 
work he had done over the last 3 years on behalf of the members. 
 
Treasurer’s Report and Adoption of the Accounts.  
Paul Watson reported a surplus of £1218.29 on the year after allocating grants of £1250. 
The Council Funds at the end of the year were £14,091. this was a very satisfactory 
position. The accounts were noted as they had not been checked. The AGM formally 
authorised a subsequent General meeting to adopt them on its behalf. 
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Clockwise from above:  Nayland Village Players, Nayland 
Primary School , Nayland & District Women’s Institute,   
Stoke-by-Nayland Middle School Jazz Band, Nayland Choir, 
and the crowds gathering in the High Street 

Alan Hodges adds, “Whether running a stall for 
one of our many societies, performing in one of the 
excellent entertainments, or just taking advantage 
of the marvellous food and drink on offer, the spendid 
weather brought people from far and wide to the Street 
Fayre. 

Whilst the income is still being finalised, it looks as 
though the Community Council will have raised just 
over £1,800 for its funds.  This is on top of all the ex-
tra income raised on the stalls of our societies who 
helped create such a great atmosphere. 

But all this could not have happened without 
the often unsung contributions of all those who helped 
put together the event; from Andrew Gowen and the 
Street Fayre committee, including partners who 
were roped in, the exhibitors and all those who 
provided the quality entertainment throughout.    
A very big thank you to everyone – Village teamwork at 
its very best”.   

The programme included music by Stoke-by-Nayland 
Middle School Jazz Band, country dancing by children 
from Nayland Primary School and clog dancing displays 
by the Aldham-based Bows 'n' Belles.  

Following the French theme, the Village Players 
presented an extract from their last panto, The Three 
Musketeers, complete with baguette fight, and Nayland 
Choir sang a spirited Marseillaise plus a medley from 
the long-running musical Les Miserables.  

Vincenzo Frenda and his team from the White Hart 
had people queueing for their Italian ice creams and 
chef Carl Shillingford of the Anchor Inn ran a busy 
barbecue.  Robert Dossor and daughter Jill added a 
Gallic touch with their popular creperie.  

William, a seven-year-old Suffolk Punch, brought 
along by Daniel Bunting of Bunting and Sons, attracted 
a lot of interest.  

Local craftspeople taking part included woodworker 
Dylan Pym of Polstead, furniture maker Bryn Hurren of 
Kersey, upholsterer Wendy Prescott of Stoke-by-Nayland 
and Suzy Rudkin of Pure Preserves in Polstead.  

The fayre was followed in the evening by a summer 
serenade in the village hall presented by singer Tinuke 
Olafimihan with her husband Paul McGrath at the piano.   

Brilliant sunshine plus an array of attractions 
for all ages ensured a successful street fayre 
for Nayland Community Council.  

Decorated with red, white and blue bunting, 
the village centre buzzed with activity all day as 
visitors browsed round the stalls and paused to 
watch entertainment by various groups.  

This year's fayre had a French theme and 
apart from commercial stalls, 15 village 
organisations took part, raising money for 
themselves and the council.  

Chairman Alan Hodges, who acted as MC 
with Chris Hunt, said afterwards: "It was village 
life at its best. We had a marvellous day with 
good crowds and the weather was kind. There 
was something for everyone, in terms of food, 
drink, stalls and entertainment which was of a 
high standard."  

The fayre was opened by Judge Brian 
Watling who thanked organiser Andrew Gowen 
on the village's behalf for all his efforts.  

Attractions ranged from face-painting and 
Punch and Judy to tiddly winks, L’Escargot 
races, horse and cart rides and rifle shooting.  
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NAYLAND-with-WISSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

  

held on 12 March 2007 chaired by Alan Hodges  
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
The Community Council once again has had a successful 

year and grown with new initiatives.  
April saw the Village Societies coming together to restore 

the Village Hall garden after the winter. On a warm July 
morning as we keenly set off on route to Anglia in Bloom which 
ended in a blooming Silver Award.  We were also judged best 
new entry. Congratulations an d thanks to Joan Moore for her 
hard work.  Unfortunately the impetus will be lost as we are not 
participating this year.  

In July, the weather was excellent for the Street Fayre 
which had once again been superbly planned by Andrew 
Gowen and was rewarded with real success.  

September brought the second of our new initiatives.  
Again, led by Andrew and under the Chairmanship of his 
Honour Judge Watling, a First Response Group finally got 
underway.  Training followed in the autumn and, although still 
short of the required number, but those participating can feel 
proud they are making a real contribution to the village.  

As usual, November started ablaze as our Bonfire Night, 
again blessed with good weather. The fireworks were a superb 
standard and we are grateful to Iain Wright and Andrew for 
organising the fireworks, the Bugg family for managing the 
bonfire, and Bryan and Jenny Smith for providing the hot dogs.  

No sooner had Bonfire Night lost its sparkle, than the 
Christmas Bazaar was upon us. We are grateful to Mark 
Stephens-Row and Trish Hall for organising the event and to 
Father Christmas and his elf who provided the entertainment.  

Finally we have come full square to the Quiz, which this 
year was won by the 4 Square Team. Once again, a big thank 
you to all those who supported in organising the evening, 
marking the questions and putting away at the end.  

The Community Council has continued to support the 
Youth Club and will continue to fund the Club’s use of the Hall.  
We also made a major donation to the Playgroup.  We also 
made donations to Nayland Primary School and Stoke by 
Nayland Middle School as a gesture of appreciation for their 
performance during the Street Fayre.  

A growing success continues to be the Community Times.  
Thanks to Lorraine Brooks, the editions are as strong as ever 
and another new initiative has been to incorporate the 
magazine onto the Nayland and Wiston website.  Our thanks 
go to Graham Griffiths for his help in achieving this. Thanks 
also to Anna Boon who has successfully developed the 
advertising revenue, Brenda Smith’s team at the Sixth Form 
College and the distribution team led by Roy Evans who get 
the magazine onto our doorsteps so quickly.  

We should also express our appreciation to Bryan Smith 
who took over the role of Treasurer at short notice.  

Finally I would like to thank all the Committee members, 
members of the Village Societies, and also an often forgotten 
team which are the partners who are also ‘persuaded’ to help 
out. Although there are some indications to the contrary, I 
hope that this level of commitment and support can be carried 
through to the coming year.  I would like to thank our President, 
Ken Willingale, whose quiet word I have often taken and 
followed.  

The Community Council continues to grow in terms of its 
scope and its fundraising.  
TREASURER’S REPORT  

The Treasurer reported a healthy balance of £15,759 in the 
account.  

Grants totalling £3,250 had been allocated during the year.  
He thanked Richard Cave who had signed off the accounts.  

Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Andrew 
Gowen and seconded by Joan Moore. 

 
The meeting closed with a glass of wine and photograph to 
mark the 40th Anniversary of the Nayland with Wissington 
Community Council. 

40 YEARS OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL        
     

Members of the Nayland with Wissington Community Council raised a glass to celebrate the fortieth birthday of this 
village organisation at the end of the Annual General Meeting.    

BONFIRE NIGHT   
 
A bumper crowd turned out for Nayland Community Council's annual bonfire night 

celebration on November 5.  
Built by Fred Bugg and his son, the huge bonfire and spectacular firework display 

were reckoned to be the best yet.  Spectators consumed 200 hot dogs and 145 cups  
of mulled wine.  

Treasurer Bryan Smith said people had enjoyed the evening and there was much 
praise for the display. Gate receipts totalled a record £1,056 and the event made £572 
profit for council funds.  

The fireworks were let off by hall chairman Iain Wright, Tony Price and Fred Bugg.  



CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  
We changed it this year - minimal charge for the tables, free entry for all who came, different decorations - but the same mulled wine, tea, biscuits, 

cake, jam and raffles galore.  The weather was also the same! 
Different stall holders came offering a variety of clothing, Christmas candles and jewellery – the Nayland Hand Bell Ringers gave us a selection of 

Christmas music, and Father Christmas and his elfin assistant ensured Christmas came a little bit early for some of our children. 
It was a great success – all said it was friendly, people would come back next year, the atmosphere had a tangible warmth, and the raffles all did well.  

As with everything the Community Council does, it did not happen by itself – big thank yous have to go to Trish Hall for the for the overall organisation, 
Claire Prescott for the decorations, the Over 60’s Club for the tea and biscuits, Pam and John Baker for decorating Santa’s Grotto, Santa himself, and 
his elf, the Nayland Hand Bell Ringers, and President Ken Willingale and Roy Evans for the raffle; other members of the executive played supporting 
roles.  And a major thank you to everyone in the village who came to support the event; we made a small profit of £76, but that was secondary to a real 
community afternoon for all.   

2007 



CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  
It was different again this year – we started in the morning!  

Organised by Trish Hall, we made an early start to get the Hall 
ready.  Thankfully all the usual stalls were there – although we 
worried about mulled wine at 11.00 am, but for some it was 
never too early. 

But the atmosphere was different – we missed the children – 
maybe because they were at competing events or on their 
normal Saturday morning activities, but Santa was not mobbed 
as in previous years. 

However many stall holders reported a good event with 
“business” almost as strong as last year.  And of course it 
doesn’t happen by itself; we need to thank Trish Hall for 
getting everything ready and on the day; Claire Prescott and 
team for decorations; Pam and John Baker for decorating 
Santa’s grotto, and for the under used Santa and his pretty 
young elf; the over 60’s club for doing the teas, and Roy Evans and 
Ken Willingale for once again squeezing all sorts of prizes for a 
great raffle.  And the mulled went down well for lunch! 

Next year, we are back to normal – an afternoon event and 
hopefully the only Christmas Bazaar in Nayland. 

2008 

NAYLAND-with-WISSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
held on 10th March 2008 in the Church Hall  

 

Chairman’s Report   
When you set questions for a quiz, you hope you ask questions for 

which there is only one answer; so when setting the Quiz last year we 
asked for the unit of pressure, we were not prepared for the storm that 
arose. However, it was the only hitch in the first event of the Community 
Council year.  

A Summer passed and it was soon Firework Night – the weather was 
kind, the sausages for the hot dogs delicious, and the bangers in the 
fireworks spectacular, so much so that people were left wanting more of 
everything.  

Along came the Christmas Bazaar with new decorations, some new 
exhibitors and we lost some of our traditional participants.  Yet there 
was a different atmosphere, and all the stalls appeared to do well, 
including a lady from SESAW who said she would be coming back 
because we were so friendly.  

Thanks to Claire Prescott, we also erected our Christmas Tree, but 
with a new modern feel – blue lights that gave the siting a quite different 
look. The carols around the tree were as warm as ever just before 
Christmas.  

All the events made money to supplement the grants requested from 
the Village Societies. We were delighted to continue our support for the 
new Playgroup building and the Youth Club.  The Community Council 
was happy to give a grant to help the endowment fund of the Village 
Hall, but were disappointed that the Parish Council could still not commit 
itself and the monies set aside for the Hall to the joint management of 
that fund with the Community Council and the Village Hall Management 
Committee.   

The Community Council prides itself not only in running events itself, 
but supporting either through participation of financial the endeavours of 
individual Societies in the Village.  With so much going on, it would be 
easy to become confused or miss out on events.  Fortunately the 

Community Times in 2007 got even better and, under the editorship 
of Lorraine Brooks and the team involved, has been an absolute 
credit in bringing to life the life of the Village. It would be marvellous if, 
in between publications, we could all make use of the exceptional 
Village website provided by Graham Griffiths - your Chairman is guilty 
as charged, but promises to do better in 2008.  

A couple of years ago, we started to care for the Village Hall gardens 
by meeting once a quarter, or, when it was right in the season, to 
smarten up our own patches and it as a good time to get messy.  The 
gardens still look good, but they are done when we can and not as a 
community team; we will try to do better this year.    

The council said goodbye to Mark Stephens-Row who had to resign 
and is looking for at least two further members. Please come forward; 
it will help us do a lot more.    

At the end of last year, the Council took two important decisions:  
The first was to organise a Village Festival instead of a Street Fayre 

for 2008 and you will see progress on this elsewhere in the Community 
Times.    

The second was to change the charges for advertisements in the 
Community Times to allow for greater editorial space, and this will be 
implemented in mid 2008.     

Nayland has a justifiable place in many minds as a good place to 
live.  A key part of this is the diversity of activities that many of our 
Societies develop.  The Council applauds all those Societies who are 
members for their efforts in creating programmes and events through-
out the year.  These are supported by the executing of the Community 
Council whom I warmly thank and appreciate for their comments, 
advice and always being there on the day.    

The Treasurer and members thanked Alan for his excellent enthusiasm 
and dedication during the past year.    
Treasurer’s Report  

The Community Council accounts were adopted at the meeting.  
Bryan Smith expressed thanks to Richard Cave for examining the 
accounts. David George congratulated Bryan and members thanked 
him for his efficiency and keeping them very well informed.     



through an exhibition of old Nayland documents and artefacts.  Almost 
eighty people took the opportunity to have their own treasures valued by 
experts from Reeman Dansie.  My own Hornby train, though very 
valuable to me, will not unfortunately finance my retirement! 

 
Amidst bunting and the delicious smell of a barbeque, Kegs (the 

band for the Barn Dance) arrived.  Numbers were a little disappointing, 
but as soon as enough people arrived, they bumped into each other with 
lively enthusiasm!   The caller struggled to get the adults into some sem-
blance of order, but the children showed us how it should be done.  This 
was certainly not gentle exercise, and we were glad to see that some 
First Responders were among the dancers.  After a gruelling workout on 
the floor, we headed for a welcome burger and/or hotdog from the Royal 
British Legion’s barbeque or a relaxing few minutes at the Art Group’s 
exhibition in the bar.  The band was excellent and the evening was great 
fun.  

 
The Met Office didn’t let us down: Sunday dawned fair, no danger of 

soggy sandwiches at the Picnic on the Field.  Families arrived and set 
out their chairs, rugs and delicious-looking victuals.  Brian Kennedy and 
the Youth Club got going with the five-a-side football – competitive 
with the youngsters, ultra competitive with the adults.  The Stoke-
by-Nayland Middle School Jazz Band performed for over forty five 
minutes giving us all great entertainment.  There was no need to put 
dessert in the picnic hampers, because the W.I. provided us with 
cakes, ice-creams and cups of tea.  Then for a last look at the Art 
exhibition and the floral displays in the church.                            

Sunday evening was a musical feast.  There were queues out-
side the Village Hall at 6.45pm, such was the enthusiasm for Nayland 

The ladies of the WI were once again queens of hospitality, providing their 
refreshing drinks, delicious cakes, and cooling ices. 

Holding his champion duck is Harrison Austin, while his 
dad Adam takes care of the winnings! 

Villagers gathered for a Sunday afternoon family picnic, listening to the melodies of the Stoke by Nayland Middle School Jazz  Band 

Community Council Chairman, Alan Hodges presents the 
Treasure Hunt prize to Lizzie, Jessica and Rosie Huggins.  
The fourth member of their team was Amy Spencer. 
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The film, Akenfield had arrived two weeks before; the 

cinema equipment reserved two months earlier and the 
new electric screen went into place that morning.  The ice
-creams were in the freezer; the bar was open and the 
Village Hall car park was flooded!  The Art Group had set 
up their fine contribution in the Village Hall bar and St 
James’ Church was decorated by the Hortsoc’s stunning 
flower exhibition. 

 
All was ready for the Junior Choir to open the first 

Nayland Village Festival.  They filled the Hall, and sang 
angelically for twenty minutes, much to everyone’s 
delight.  We were then treated to half an hour of Dr 
Ronald Blythe, talking about his novel upon which 
Akenfield is based.  The film Akenfield was then shown, 
miraculously without a hitch!  We were off!  

 
Having monitored the weather forecast closely for the 

previous five days, all kept fingers crossed that the 
possibility of at least a dry day on Saturday would be 
fulfilled.  So it proved, more or less!  In fact, we were 
blessed with much better weather all weekend than the 
dire predictions of earlier in the week    

 
An enthusiastic and numerous group of walkers 

congregated at Fairfield Playing Field at 11am.  Chris 
Hunt then lead them around the local footpaths for two 
hours, describing along the way the important role played 
by the Parish Council in maintaining and preserving such 
important features of village life.  At the end, some 
people decided a pub lunch was just the ticket, whilst 
others felt that a leisurely stroll around Nayland, trying to 
solve the fiendish clues in the Treasure Hunt, was more 
their cup of tea!  

 
In the meantime, we were busy practising for the 

Playgroup’s Duck Race, coordinated very ably by Steve 
Mc Guire.  How would we start?  Who would be in the 
river?  Who forgot to hire Peter O’Sullivan to do the 
commentary?  Would anyone turn up?   But, turn up they 
did.  Soon, Fen Street was buzzing in anticipation: crowds 
across the bridge, pressed against the railings; ducks 
behind the starting net.  In five minutes, it was all over: 
the winning duck crossed the finishing line and no-one 
had fallen in!  Only one thing for it: up to Carvers’ Barn for 
tea, cakes and ice-cream plus an opportunity to browse 

At the ‘What It’s Worth’ session organised by  the Conservation Society 
two experts from Reeman Dansie identified and valued over 70 items. 

The crowd of punters who came along to the Duck Race were jostling for 
a birds eye view of the action.  Shown here at the start with marshalls, 
Steve McGuire and Bryan Smith.  Many thanks are due to Fen Street 
residents for allowing the crowd to utilise every available space.   

Parish Councillor, Chris Hunt led a guided walk round the local footpaths 
and walkways revealing interesting facts of past and present village life. 

Members of the Nayland Royal British Legion were kept busy 
providing hot dogs and burgers during the Barn Dance. 
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The Sunday evening performances, Songs from the Shows by Nayland 
Choir (below) and the Village Players' Olde Tyme Music Hall (above) ended 
the festival in style with appreciative cheers from the audience.  

A spectacular exhibition of flower arrangements 
by the Horticultural  Society was on display in St 
James’ Church throughout the weekend. 

The work of the highly talented Nayland Art Group 
was on display throughout the weekend in the  
Village Hall. 

The Barn Dance went with a swing as music by ‘Kegs’ enticed the crowd 
onto the dance floor. 

Choir’s ‘Songs from the Shows’ and The Village Players’ ‘Old Tyme Music 
Hall’.   It was a rousing, nostalgic evening, and the performances of both the 
Choir and the Village Players were enhanced by the lively participation of the 
audience.        

 
Thanks to the efforts of so many people in the planning, organization and 

helping on the day, the first Nayland Village Festival was a success.  Almost 
all the Village’s societies took part and delivered such enjoyment for a whole 
weekend.  The feedback so far has been extremely positive, and we should 
do it again!     

Alan Hodges, Chairman, Nayland Community Council 
 

If you take a peek at the Nayland & Wiston website (www.naylandandwiston.net) 
you will find this issue of the CT has been included with colour photos and 
there is also a more comprehensive colour photo album of the Festival. 



2009 THE FIRST NAYLAND WITH WISSINGTON CALENDAR 
The photographic competition, open to anyone 

living or working in the parish,  to generate 
images for the first Nayland with Wissington 
Calendar held on 4th May was a great success.  
The event, organised by a sub-committee of the 
Community Council, attracted an entry of 89 
images from which thirteen photographs, 
twelve to represent the months plus one for 
the cover, were selected.  The judge, Geoff 
Meadowcroft, felt the quality of entries had been  
impressive and a good variety of village views 
had been represented. 

The selected photographs were submitted by 
Mary Battye, Kathy Hunt, Antony Day, Leigh 
Sebba, Jac Hayman, Mike Almond, Pat Bray, 
Pam Baker, Angela Frearson, Patsie Ford, 
Hazel Gardiner, Pauline Horrell and Janet Grimes. 

As hoped the delightful images represented 
the different seasons with our range of weather 
conditions, from glorious sunshine to snow and 
even flood.  Locations ranged from parish landmarks, such as St James and St Mary’s Churches, Wiston Mill, St James 
Church passage and a variety of street scenes to the meandering river Stour and countryside views of Nayland.  Villagers 
and village activities were also included; local businesses, Village Players’ production, Nayland Choir, and events like the 
Duck Race and Street Fayre. 

For each month the modern photograph will be accompanied by an older view of the parish and historical information.   
The calendars will be available to purchase, priced £5, from August. 



CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
Nayland Community Council's new-look Christmas family 

fayre was an instant success. 
The  youth club had made decorations for the village hall 

which was lined with colourful stalls selling all kinds of 
festive goods. 

One highlight was a soup kitchen organised by Anchor 
Inn chef Carl Shillingford. He prepared four different 
soups all using locally-sourced ingredients and wild 
mushroom was favourite.  Transition Nayland was there 
with an Energy Clinic and children's games were devised by 
the 1st Nayland Guides and Brownies. 

Nine village societies took part with about £220 profit 
going to council funds. 

Organiser Steve Maguire said: "The new format was a 
definite hit.  Last year only four children visited Father 
Christmas whereas this time he had around 50 and ran out 
of gifts. 

"Nayland Primary School choir gave a wonderful recital 
and it was lovely to see all the parents there. Most of them 
were in tears the singing was so moving." 

The choir was conducted by Jayne Kennedy and accompanied 
by Emma Bishton.  

A Christmas-on-a-plate competition was won by Will Hedley (8 
years and under) and Emma, Sarah and Laura Gladwell (9-14 
years). 
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 NAYLAND-with-WISSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
held on 9th March 2009 in the Church Hall  

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT by ALAN  HODGES  
The first event was the Nayland Quiz with questions set by the previous year’s winners.  Again a full house enjoyed an ex-

cellent evening and the winning team was called “special cuddles”.  
Although not the first event, planning had already started on the Village Festival.  The Community Council made the right 

decision to postpone the Street Fayre and to have a weekend event made up of the Village Societies for the enjoyment of the 
whole village.  Started off by Dr Ronald Blythe with the showing of Akenfield and ending with a Music Hall, it lived up to expec-
tations thanks to the efforts of all the organising committee.  Who could forget a full Fen Street for a duck race that lasted less 
than five minutes, but created such excitement.  

At the same time, many members of the Community Council attended the opening of Woodland Corner, a marvellous 
achievement by the committee that took a vision to reality.  The Village should be really proud of the success of that facility, 
and the Community Council is also proud in the part it played in facilitating financially how the Woodland Corner was funded.  

July was a busy month for another reason – a rather unwelcome guest arrived.  On our doorsteps was slapped the LSPN in 
direct competition to the Community Times.  It is a tribute to the Community Times that it was able to withstand the challenge of 
the paper and the Council is grateful to the contributors and advertisers who kept pace with the Times.  

November saw for the fifth time a lovely evening for a bonfire.  The fireworks were better than ever, the hotdogs just lasted 
and everyone went home safe.  

The Christmas Bazaar was different this year – held in the morning, it lacked the noise and verve of previous years, although 
stallholders, apart from Father Christmas, reported reasonable business.  The Council has reverted to the afternoon, but we 
need to rethink the format and entertainment.  Firstly, we need to know that the village would like the event, and would be inter-
ested to hear from members here.  

In no time at all one Sunday morning, Court Street was transformed by the usual Christmas tree, but with white lights on 
account of the blue ones were confusing Police cars.  Carols round the tree once again discovered previous unheard voices 
that needed to be unheard again.  But fortunately the Silver Band and our choir built the Christmas spirit in the run up to the 
special day.  

NAYLAND FUN QUIZ 
A fun quiz with plenty of light-hearted questions held at 

Nayland village hall on October 2 raised about £400 for 
Community Council funds.  

Twenty tables of four and five contestants took part and the 
winning table was a team from Great Horkesley.  

Questions which included 'noises off' and a game of 
charades were set by the Smith and Gowen households. MC 
was Alan Hodges.  

Feedback has been very positive indeed and this fun event 
will be repeated next October, replacing the Community 
Council’s annual quiz held in March.     

BONFIRE & FIREWORK NIGHT  
 

The biggest bonfire and best firework display so far ensured 
Nayland Community Council's annual event on November 5 
was a success.  

The bonfire was built by Fred Bugg with family members 
and fireworks were let off by Mr Bugg, Iain Wright and 
Andrew Gowen.  

Treasurer Bryan Smith said: "Although spectator numbers 
seemed marginally down on previous years we sold 300 hot 
dogs and ran out yet again!" The evening made £736 profit for 
council funds.  

After the spectacular display the event ended on a negative 
note when the organisers found someone had dumped 
builder's rubble on the bonfire.  

Mr Smith explained: "As the fire burnt down we found some 
builder used the opportunity to dump rubble and re-inforcing 
steel. Obviously this sort of material doesn't burn and we 
shall have to pay for its disposal.  

"We trust the individual responsible is suitably ashamed of 
his thoughtlessness and invite him to remove it." 

Top: Crowds taking advantage of the refreshments available 
before the fireworks began,  Above:  A hot moment for Bryan 
Smith and Alan Hodges on the barbecue 

During the year, we gave birth to three initiatives – the Village Festival already discussed; the Nayland Calendar has had to put 
up with the usual jokes of naked postman, but is being progressed and the 500 copies will sell out quickly; the Transition move-
ment is also coming to Nayland – discussed in the Autumn, the organising committee has really moved forward with a meeting 
planned in the Village Hall to launch and inform.  

The Community Council was delighted in the past year to support many Societies and an individual with grants to the Over 60’s 
Club, the Village Hall, and the Youth Club, in addition to Woodland Corner.  

Throughout the year, the Executive of the Community Council has always been in place to support the activities of the Council.  
Too numerous and weighty to mention individually, I would like to thank them all for their unstinting contribution and support in 
delivering brilliant events for the village.  However a couple of individuals need special mention:-  Lorraine Brooks has again this 
year produced a quality Community Times that has repelled other marauding publications, not only being editor, but doing half the 
Advertising Manager’s job.  Bryan Smith does the other half, but as Treasurer, he has produced accounts so much on time, he 
can tell the profit almost before he’s counted the money! I thank him for his attention to detail and timeliness.  Hazel Gardiner re-
tires as Secretary after three years of trying to work with her computer and a Chairman who takes last minute to an art form! We 
thank her for her contribution and patience.  If anyone would like to become Secretary, please get in contact; it really is fun. Fi-
nally, I again would like to thank our President, Ken Willingale, whose words of friendly advice have always been so to the mark.  

And so the Council looks forward to a new programme of activity, calendarised and with new thinking; it could be an interesting 
year of transition.  
TREASURER’S REPORT  

The Community Council accounts, shown on page 8 (of the CT), were adopted at the meeting.  Bryan Smith expressed thanks 
for Richard Cave’s diligence in examining the accounts.    

The President, Ken Willingale, on behalf of all members, expressed gratitude to Alan Hodges for his enthusiastic chairmanship.  
ELECTION OF OFFICERS  

Alan Hodges thanked Hazel Gardiner, who was standing down as Secretary, for her immense enthusiasm and support.  Alan 
said he would be unable to continue as Chariman for a full term but if required was willing to continue until the autumn.  

The following Officers were re-elected: President Ken Willingale; Vice-President Roy Evans; Chairman Alan Hodges;  Vice-
Chairman Jenny Smith; Treasurer Bryan Smith; Executive: David George, Tricia Hall, Claire Prescott, Barry Wakefield, Hazel 
Gardiner, Lorraine Brooks, Andrew Gowen;  Steve Mcguire, Will Hitchcock  Individual:  Iain Wright  



A two-day village festival combined with a bicentenary 
celebration of a Constable painting in the parish church added 
up to a memorable weekend for Nayland.   

Organised by Nayland Community Council, the Fun, Food and 
Music festival with a non-stop programme of entertainment 
involved numerous village societies who all contributed to its 
success.  

Chairman Barry Wakefield said afterwards: "There were high 
and not-so-high points as might be expected when mounting a 
village festival but the number of high points far exceeded the 
low and consequently there was much enjoyment and pleasure.  

"Thanks are due to very many people for their individual 
contributions and all the village organisations for their efforts 
and support."  

The festival kicked off on Friday with the Village Players 
presenting A Voyage Through the Musicals to a sell-out audience 
in the village hall.  The musical journey travelling across the 
years from HMS Pinafore to Mamma Mia featured popular 
favourites from shows past and present. A three-course supper 
was also served.  

The show's director Chris Hawley, musical director Emma 
Bishton and head chef Gale Scott were thanked and presented 
with flowers by Players' chairman John McCarroll.  

Saturday's first event was a duck race in the Fen Street mill 
stream organised by Woodland Corner.  All 92 tickets were sold 
and excited children lined the rails as their ducks were ferried 
downstream by Bryan Smith and Steve Maguire.  Winner was 
nine-year-old Alex Lee Smith who received cinema vouchers.  

Entertainment continued on the playing field where Transition 
Nayland had organised a range of food stalls promoting its 'five 
mile feast' ethos to support local producers and growers.  The 
Women’s Institute quenched thirsts and tempted visitors with 
their cakes. 

Three local chefs - Carl Shillingford of the Anchor Inn, Edward 
Hawes from the Rose and Crown, Great Horkesley, and Iain 
Learmonth of Stocks Farm, Wiston - took part in a lighthearted 
Ready, Steady Cook competition.  All three were supposed to 
win but Carl's crayfish dish had to be ruled out because his 
ingredients came from more than five miles away so a draw 
was declared between the other two.  

The stage programme included music by Nayland Primary 
School choir, soloists, Nayland Choir, singer-songwriter Katie 
Dutton and the Laura Rampton Dance School from Colchester.  

Evening entertainment featured dancers, singers, folk, pop 
and blues music plus gigs by Housework and Salt Dog bands.  

A scarecrow competition was won by Millie Tasker and the 
best sunflower was grown by Dylan Thompson from Robin 
class at Nayland Primary School.  

Meanwhile, St James's Church - already decorated for its 
harvest festival - was the venue for a spectacular weekend 
flower festival arranged by Nayland Horticultural Society.  
Thirty organisations and businesses created highly original 
floral displays filling the church with warm autumn colours.  

The church was also celebrating the bicentenary of John 
Constable's painting Christ Blessing the Bread and Wine and a 
display showed the picture's history and the artist's links with 
Nayland.  

On Sunday evening the artist's great great great grandson Dr 
John Constable joined the celebration, speaking about Consta-
ble's unique quality of painting seemingly unimportant scenes 
of everyday rural life. Dr Ronald Blythe described Constable's 
Suffolk and the importance of the local countryside in his pic-
tures and organist James Finch played pieces by the Rev Wil-
liam Jones, who came to the parish in 1776, the year of Con-
stable's birth. 

Photos first column from top:  Voyage Through the Musicals 
‘South Pacific‘, the Duck Race, Primary School Choir, Simon 
Ward ‘Foraging Team‘.   
Second column: Voyage Through the Musicals ,an apprecia-
tive audience, Nayland Choir,  WI Teas stall 
Third column: the Scouts exhibit in the Flower Festival, the 
scarecrow competition, Nayland’s famous ducks 
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CHRISTMAS FAYRE  
 

Christmas came early to Nayland when the Community 
Council held its annual Family Fayre on December 5. 

Gaily decorated with festive bunting, the village hall was 
packed as shoppers searched for gifts from a wide range of 
stalls selling all kinds of goods from jewellery and toys to 
cupcakes and cards. 

A highlight of the event was a performance of seasonal 
songs by Nayland Primary School choir conducted by Jayne 
Kennedy with Emma Bishton at the piano.  

As well as mulled wine, visitors enjoyed sampling a 
selection of four different soups made by Anchor Inn chef 
Carl Shillingford from ingredients all sourced within a mile of 
Nayland.  

Santa Claus and his elf were also there chatting to 
youngsters and handing out gifts. 

Ten village organisations who took part in the fayre with 
stallholders from further afield made about £200 profit for 
community council funds.  

Organiser Steve Maguire commented: "It went really well, 
even better than last year, and we're so grateful to the school 
choir who gave another outstanding performance.  Thanks 
are also due to village societies for their help and everyone 
who braved the weather and made our fayre such an 
enjoyable event." 

A Christmas cracker competition was won by James Maguire. 
  

Clockwise from top: Father Christmas and his Elf, the hustle 
and bustle of the crowd, Nayland School Choir entertaining 
the crowd. 
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2011 NAYLAND VILLAGE FESTIVAL 
 
Nayland celebrated its second village festival on July 2 with 

a feast of entertainment and activities focusing on local food, 
music and community talent.  

Organised by Nayland with Wissington Community Council, 
the event involved members of various village societies who 
all contributed to its success.  

Festival chairman Iain Wright said: "Well over 1,000 people 
attended through the day on Saturday. It was highly successful 
and a great team effort all round.  We hope to make a good 
profit as the money goes straight back to the community 
council.  

"A special thank you to those residents living nearby for 
being so co-operative."  

The festival began on the Friday evening with the Village 
Players presenting Go West!, a celebration of western 
musicals and country songs, created and narrated by Christine 
Hawley.  A 'cowboy supper' was prepared by Gale Scott and 
her team and the evening ended with enthusiastic country 
dancing to Bryan of Note.  

Saturday's programme started with a duck race down the 
Fen Street mill stream organised by Woodland Corner.  
Eighty-four tickets were sold, raising £40, and eager youngsters 
lined the rails cheering on their ducks.  

The winner was Charlotte Lee Smith who received a £20 
voucher to spend at Nayland post office.  

Entertainment continued on Webb's Meadow with songs, 
music and dance from young soloists and local schools - 
Nayland, Littlegarth, Stoke by Nayland Middle and Great 
Cornard Upper. For the children there were Punch and Judy 
shows and an Olympic pentathlon with prizes organised by 
Claire Buller.  

Transition Nayland had arranged a selection of food and 
craft stalls plus a five-mile hog roast and vegetarian curry, 
underlining its ethos to support local producers and businesses.  

Three local chefs - Ed Halls from the Rose and Crown, 
Great Horkesley, Iain Learmonth of Stocks Farm, Wiston, and 
Carl Shillingford of the Anchor, Nayland - took part in a 
keenly-contested Ready Steady Cook competition to create a 
meal best reflecting East Anglia. Carl was judged the winner 
with his rustic rabbit dish.  

Nayland Choir's festival contribution was Go to the Opera, a 
well-attended concert in the village hall.  An enthusiastic 
audience enjoyed favourite arias and choruses with guest 
tenor Gerry Bremner adding another dimension.  

The music moved to the outside stage for the evening 
programme which featured six local bands playing a selection 
of jazz, blues, progressive rock, soul and funk, ending with a 
firework finale. All the music for the festival was put together 
by Mandy Cook. 
 
Right from top: Cheering on the ducks in Fen Street;  John  
McCaroll and Sharon Pentney in the Village Players’ Go 
West;  the cake stall;  Ed Halls, chef at the Rose and Crown, 
in the Ready Steady Cook competition. 
 

Opposite left:  Elegant shapes from Nayland School;  country 
dancing by Nayland Primary School;  Nayland Primary School 
Choir;  Midlife Crisis. 
Opposite right:  Crowds look on as Sudbury Gymnastic Club 
perform; ever popular Punch and Judy;  Nayland Choir 
concert in the Village Hall;  The Shrinks.    

Thank You 
The festival planning committee would like to express 

their thanks for everyone involved in making the village 
festival a spectacular event.   Special thanks to Carl 
Shillinford for all his help with the food, also special thanks 
to Simon Gilhooly for building our website, 



2012 DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
Red, white and blue bunting strung across Nayland's main 

square plus numerous fluttering Union flags ensured the village 
was looking its patriotic best at the weekend. 

A community council Jubilee committee had planned a full 
programme for Sunday with something to interest all ages and 
everyone ignored the dismal weather. 

Chairman Jill Badman said afterwards: "We had a fantastic 
day and thanks are due to a small band of people who worked 
tirelessly to put up two marquees at the village hall. We had to 
do a last-minute re-think about the street party because of the 
forecast and in the end at least 450 people sat down to lunch." 

The day began with a festival eucharist service in St James’s 
Church conducted by the Rev Adrian Mason followed by parish 
council chairman Gerry Battye unveiling a Jubilee tree plaque 
in Bear Street. 

Mr Battye recalled the massive changes that had taken place 
over the Queen's reign yet, he said, she was a "constant in all 
our lives." 

He added: "In times of joy, upheaval and sadness she has 
always been there, inspiring respect and loyalty in an ever-
changing country and throughout the world. She is unique and 
the residents of Nayland and Wissington collectively declare 
our loyal greetings and offer her our thanks." 

Events continued with a Duck Olympics down the mill stream 
in Fen Street, which attracted dozens of entries. Medals and 
vouchers were later presented to winners Hollie Bromley and 
William Davies at the village hall. 

Winners of the heraldic shield competition, Elliot Piper-Hunter, 
8, and runners-up Chloe Savanna Smith, 10, and Annabel 
Hitchcock, 7, each received a certificate and painting set  and 
Elliot, the overall winner, had his entry mounted and displayed. 

Jubilee medals were presented by Chief Fire Officer Andy Fry 
to crew commander Shane Gladwell and firefighters Simon 
Bartrum and Karen Elliott.. Medals also went to five founder 
members of Nayland's First Response team - Andrew Gowen, 
Karen Elliott, Sheena McMahon, Tony Price and Laura Thurlow.   

Spot prizes were awarded to Penny Allen (best dressed 
table), James Carver (best Jubilee shirt), Patricia Fitzgerald 
(lucky ticket draw), Peter Drew and the Elston family (quiz), 
Brian and Noelle Watling (best window display).  A prize was 
awarded for the most ineligible entry into the Shield 
Competition by Dugald Barr (Aged 68 ¾ !) 

After lunch villagers stayed to watch the Thames Pageant 
screened in the hall.  

Nayland and District Horticultural Society had arranged a 
fascinating collection of 1950s memorabilia in the church. 
Hundreds of items ranging from radios, typewriters and 
telephones to books, games, toys and clothes were on show 
from Saturday to Tuesday. 

Parish recorder Wendy Sparrow also created a royal table 
with souvenirs and press cuttings featuring bygone coronations 
and jubilee celebrations. 

by Pat Bray 
 

JUBILEE THANKS 
I would like to say a very big personal thank you to everyone 

who helped to make our Jubilee lunch party such a success – 
despite the weather!   We are very lucky that we were able to 
borrow the tents at very short notice from Iain Wright and Paul 
& Clemancy Doxey; without their generosity the party would 
never have happened.  I should also like to say thank you to 
all the members of the sub-committee who helped to plan the 
day; their help and support was invaluable.   

We were very grateful to the Parish Council for their financial 
support which meant that children in the parish were able to be 
presented with our own ‘Nayland with Wissington’ Jubilee mug.  
Also to Matthew Douglas Ltd for kindly sponsoring the prizes 
for the Duck Olympics,  The Hare & Hounds, Leavenheath 
who kindly sponsored the lucky ticket draw and to Sounds & 
Vision who generously donated the dish and Sky box to watch 
the Thames Pageant. 

Lastly, but very much not least, the members of the Community 
Council and other volunteers for their help and support over 
the whole weekend; getting it ready and clearing away.  We 
hope that you all had a good time – it was certainly lovely to see 
so many people; over 450 which was absolutely wonderful. 

If I have forgotten to thank anybody in the above, please forgive 
me.  I am sure that we all look forward to the next occasion when 
Nayland with Wissington can get together to celebrate a special 
occasion. 

Thank you again to everyone who helped in any way to make 
this happen. 

Jill Badman 
 

A photo album can be viewed on www.naylandandwiston.net 
Photos, from top, from left:  unveiling a Jubilee tree plaque, 
spectators at the duck olympics, the best dressed table, 
marquee table, he Elm Grove table, the heraldic shield winner, 
toasting HM Queen Elizabeth, First Responders receiving heir 
medals, watching the Thames Pageant, HorSoc’s 1950s 
exhibition     
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2014 

Bryan and Jenny Smith, Tricia Hall and Claire Buller, on behalf of the Nayland with Wissington Community Council, are pictured receiving 
the Babaergh Achievement Award from BDC chairman Nick Ridley and Robert Audley, chairman of sponsor Prolog.  

AGM held on 5th March 2014 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: Jenny Smith gave her report. 

I am only able to report on meetings held from October 
onwards due to the fact our Chairman, Alex Badman, 
moved away from the area. Alex was thanked for his time 
as Chairman and we gave him and Jill our best wishes 
for their new venture. 

Alex completed the Christmas tree fixture before he 
moved and this means we have a permanent, secure, 
fixture for the future. 

Roy Norfolk was also thanked for replacing the commu-
nity notice board outside the Old Forge. 

In October the annual Quiz Night was organised by 
Rachel Hitchcock and the Woodland Corner team and 
was very successful. We thank them for their efforts. We 
understand Rachel has volunteered for this year. 

Bonfire night was a resounding success again. It stayed 
dry and we had record crowds attending. Our thanks to 
all who helped- particularly Anna and Tony Boon for run-
ning the barbecue. 

The Christmas Fayre continues to be successful and I 
would like to thank the school for their entertainment. 

Earlier this year the question of the future of the Village 
Post Office was raised, with the possibility of relocation. 
The Community Council sent a letter to the Parish Coun-
cil pledging their full support in making sure this vital 
amenity remains in the village. 

The CC Executive Committee has gained 3 new mem-
bers. We welcome Neil Barbrook and John Parsonson 
last year and Julie Wooding this year. 

This brings me to the point of thanking all the commit-
tee for their support over the past year. I would like to 
point out that in particular thanks go to Lorraine who now 
handles the roles of Secretary, Editor of the Community 
Times and publicity and has been an enormous help to 
me as Chairman over the last few months. 

As from tonight, I am resigning as Vice Chairman. I am 
delighted that Neil Barbrook and Colin Ramsell are willing 
to stand as Chairman and Vice Chairman. They will re-
ceive tremendous support from fellow members. 

A final word. We are delighted to have received a Ba-
bergh Community Achievement Award for 2014. Con-
gratulations go to all the Committee Members and thanks 
to the Parish Council for nominating us. 



2014 

 

Twenty-two teams took part in Nayland with Wissington 
Community Council's annual fun quiz at the village hall on 
October 3. 

Competition was keen and the winners were The 
Wonderers - Jerry and Helen Walder, Kerry Shoesmith
-Dean and Jules Wormingford. Second were The Elks and 
Rock Bottom came third. 

The successful evening made a record £458 profit for 
council funds. 

Rachel Hitchcock said a big thank you to everyone who 
came along and helped to make it a fun evening. 

The Community Council are very grateful to Rachel and 
the Woodland Corner team for leading on the organisation 
of the quiz evening. 

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE 
 
On Sunday 14th December 2014 the tree was 

mounted into its underground fixings, much needed 
in the very windy conditions experienced this year. 
The new baubles as well as the extra lights 
received many positive comments allowing the 
tree to be greatly enjoyed by many in the village 
especially for the Carols round the tree on 17th 
December. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who helped put it up and take it down this 
year and to say an extra big thank you to those 
people without whom we would not have a village 
Christmas tree. 

Thanks to our dental surgery for servicing the 
tree with its electricity and allowing the tree to be 
positioned outside their premises, Fred Smith of 
Straight Road Boxted for delivering and supplying 
the tree at a very competitive rate, Sean Norfolk 
with his chain saw who expertly shaped the tree 
stump to fit its holder. 

Claire Buller, Community Council 



Numerous families gathered on 
Webb’s Meadow for the second Picnic 
in the Park organised by Nayland with 
Wissington Community Council. 

The event was preceded by a duck 
race along the Fen Street millstream 
with 74 ducks taking part. First and 
second prizewinners were Edward 
Carbutt, 5, and Jessica Huggins, 10. 
Chris Hunt was MC. 

Whilst enjoying their picnics around 
150 villagers were entertained by 
members of Nayland Choir, the Village 
Players, two Nayland Primary School 
choirs, the school drama group and 
several young musicians. 

Organiser Iain Wright said: “The aim 
was to provide a lazy Sunday afternoon 
with simple entertainment. Mandy Cook 
and Christine Hawley put together a 
scintillating programme, showcasing 
Nayland’s younger talent, together with 
the Village Players doing an excellent 
rendition of Albert and the Lion. 

“Although slightly blustery the weather was kind and a good time was had by all, especially the young.”       

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  
My first year as Chairman seems to have gone very quickly and during that time we've organised some good traditional 

village events and been able to help some of the village organisations and societies with grants. 
At the Community Council we're lucky to have a dedicated group of people who make things work, and I would like to 

thank all those who have helped during the year and especially Lorraine and Bryan who have been on hand to provide 
me with useful advice and who do so much for the CC. 

As Alex Murrison said at a recent meeting, Nayland is very fortunate to have so many thriving societies and organisa-
tions and I believe having an umbrella group like the CC enhances the sense of community and provides mutual support. 

This year we have organised most of our usual events. The Village Quiz in October. A big thanks to Rachel Hitchcock 
for organising this again. There were 22 teams enjoying the popular evening and it was also a good fundraiser. The Bon-
fire Night was a great village event with about 650 attending. We had a team of 26 helpers on the day so thanks to all of 
them, especially to Claire Buller and her team who ran the barbeque and drinks. The 300 sausages went before the end 
and thanks to Kerridges for supplying them. Fred Bugg and his team once again came up trumps with the bonfire as did 
Iain Wright and team with the fireworks but special thanks to Tony Boon and Tom Gardiner for a very well structured dis-
play. The Christmas Fayre was another good community event and the Christmas Tree with its new baubles was another 
success. Big thanks to Claire Buller and the team for arranging the tree and Nayland Dental Surgery for use of their elec-
tricity. 

The community Times continues to be a must read for the parish with its bi-monthly update on Nayland and Wiston 
news.  Once again a massive thank you to Lorraine for producing this award winning publication. A big thank you also to 
the Calendar Team who organised the community photographic competition and produced another successful Village 
Calendar. 

We were pleased to provide grants this year to help several village organisations and societies. We would like to see a 
few 

more groups coming along to our meetings so we can support each other. 
Finally, returning to Lorraine, Bryan and Jenny. Firstly Lorraine who we all know does so much for the village, not only 

as secretary of the CC, editor of the Community Times, producer of the Village Calendar, but also her role with the Horti-
cultural Society and her help with websites and publicity for other groups. It is only fitting that this year she has won a 
Babergh Achievement Award. Thanks should go to Rachel Hitchcock for putting together the nomination with letters of 
support from others. Lorraine was presented with a bouquet of flowers.  On to Bryan and Jenny. Jenny is stepping down 
from the CC, which over the years has seen her as Chairperson twice. Although Bryan is stepping down as Treasurer we 
are delighted he will be continuing on the Executive. Apart from maintaining our accounts, Bryan has supported our 
events which needed a good deal of planning. I understand Bryan has held many other positions in the village including 
on the Parish Council and Village Hall Committee. 

Ken Willingale thanked Bryan and Jenny for their commitment over the years to the CC and presented them with a gar-
den centre voucher and wine.  
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Picnic in the Park 
 

From clearing reeds from the mill stream in Fen Street for 
the Duck Race to piano and guitar practice, choir rehearsals 
to lion-roaring sessions, plans were well in hand to make sure 
the Nayland’s second PIP went with a swing.  

Under the leadership of Iain Wright and other members of 
the Community Council, the PIP is a free family event and a 
chance to run about in Webb’s Meadow - a bigger ‘garden’ 
than most of us have - while being entertained by local talent.  
The only thing no-one could plan was the weather and luckily, 
the day turned out to be gorgeous. 

The famous Duck Race was hard fought with 74 hopeful 
owners cheering their ducks along a fairly fast flowing Mill 
Stream in Fen Street; the happy winners came away a little 
richer!  Then onto the field where families and friends had set 
up their tables and chairs, rugs and hampers.  Around 150 
people enjoyed listening to music and watching live theatre 
that focussed around our children and young people. 

 Nayland Choir members opened the entertainment with the 
great Cole Porter, three young soloists sang songs about 
cuckoos, pirates, engine drivers and even a spiritual until we 
were tapping our toes to American Pie. 

Members of the Village Players performed a dramatised 
version of Albert and the Lion to the amusement of young and 
old.  Four young pianists played Vivaldi, ‘Boogie Time’, a graceful 
Arietta and Restful Study until children from the two  Nayland 
School Choirs charmed everyone with songs from Mary Poppins.  
This was the point at which the picnic-goers joined in with Doh 
a Deer – and had to sing again to come up to standard!   

Nayland School Drama Group brought the circus onto the 
field with magicians, a strongman and all sorts of tricks and 
surprises.  We then listened to some stylish piano playing of 
music by CPE Bach followed by Skyfall, a beautifully sung 
number from Matilda and a terrific blues guitar medley from a 
very young guitarist indeed.  The entertainment was rounded 
off with the Village Players enacting part two of ‘Albert’ with 
all its drollery and general daftness! 

Thanks are due to everyone who planned the day, those who 
set up the stage and to Nick Moriarty for arranging the sound.  
Big thanks too to the Pimms and children’s punch teams, the 
ladies of the WI who provided refreshing teas and the ice cream 
van (must have done very well!).  More thanks to MC Christine 
Hawley who deftly steered the audience through the afternoon 
and everyone who worked with the children to produce such a 
splendid time.  

The most enormous thank you though, goes to the children 
who stepped up and performed in front of a big public audience, 
many of them for the very first time.  They did so well and we 
hope they’ll want to come back and do it again. 

Photos, clockwise from top: the Duck Race, James Collins, 
Nayland Choir, happy picnic-goers, fabulous picnic cake 
We hope more photos will be included on the CC’s website, 
www.naylandcommunitycouncil.org.uk  

2015 



Competition was keen when 12 teams took part in Nayland 
with Wissington Community Council’s annual fun quiz at the 
village hall on October 2. 

Winners were Where is Jayne with The Triers and Bricks 
and Mortar joint second and Three Point Five third. 

The event was hosted by Rachel Hitchcock, on behalf of 
the council and Woodland Corner, who said: “It was a great 
evening with some closely fought competition and several 
high scoring rounds. 

“The animal noises round was fun as well as one guessing 
what was in the pot by smell.  We expect to have raised about 
£200 for council funds but it was also about getting people 
together to have a bit of fun.”      

Rachel Hitchcock with winners 'Where is Jayne', from left, Gill 
Boardman, William Kennedy, Emma Bishton and Jayne Kennedy  

Many thanks to 
all who entered 
this year’s calen-
dar competition 
and helped pro-
vide an very col-
ourful and inter-
esting display for 
visitors on 4th 
May.  

CALENDAR PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2015 

BONFIRE NIGHT   
 

   The annual fireworks display this year suffered because of 
bad weather; that did not stop many members of the Community 
Council assisting in this very important event in their calendar.   
    Every year they give their time in helping to make this event 
memorable for all those who attend. We thank them all for their time 
and expertise.         

Ken Willingale,  
President, Community Council 

The Nayland Bonfire Night went ahead on 5th November 
despite the predicted wet weather, which meant numbers were 
down on previous years, and some temperamental fireworks 
made it a very difficult night for the firework team with a 
significant number not lighting in the rain.   

The decision was made to have food and drink inside the hall 

which was the right decision in view of the weather but maybe 
impacted on the atmosphere outside. 

The firework team have promised a bigger better display 
next year regardless of the weather so we hope to see as 
many people as possible coming. 

Finally a big thanks to the team of volunteers who helped 
both beforehand in the planning and organising of the event, 
setting it up and running things on the day, and clearing up the 
next morning. Thanks also to everyone who came to watch on 
a rainy evening.  

See you next year !! 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
 

The festive season got off to a flying start when Nayland 
with Wissington Community Council held its annual Christmas 
Family Fayre on December 6. 

Stalls piled high with seasonal goods did a brisk trade and 
popular features included mulled wine and Father Christmas 
with his Elf. Musical entertainment was provided by Nayland 
Primary School. 

Chairman Neil Barbrook said: “The fayre proved to be 
another enjoyable and successful event. Twenty stalls selling 
everything from jam to jewellery filled the village hall with 
many Nayland organisations taking part. A highlight was a 
performance by Nayland Primary School choir and other 
young musicians.” 
 

Photos clockwise from right:  Children visiting Father Christmas, 
Stallholders preparing for opening, visitors at the Fayre. 

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE 

On Sunday 13th December 2015 the tree was mounted into its 
underground fixings. However, things did not go quite to plan 
this year as the owner of a car parked in front of the site could not 
be located to move the vehicle. The team worked round  this, 
dressing the tree on the ground before it went up, so well done to 
them for their determination. 

The tree was once more greatly enjoyed by many in the vil-
lage especially for the Carols round the tree with the Boxted Silver 
Band on Wednesday 16th December 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who helped put 
it up and take it down this year and to say an extra big thank you to 
those people without whom we would not have a village Christmas 
tree.  Thanks to our dental surgery for servicing the tree with its 
electricity and allowing the tree to be positioned outside their premises, 
Fred Smith of Straight Road Boxted for delivering and supplying 
the tree at a very competitive rate and Sean Norfolk with his chain 
saw who expertly shaped the tree stump to fit its holder.   



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: Neil Barbrook gave his report.   
First of all I would like to thank all the members of the Community Council for all their efforts over the last year in 

organizing and helping with the running of various events and attending meetings.  These events make a significant 
contribution to our finances which enable us to provide grants to various village organizations and groups.   

Once again thanks to Lorraine for all her work in producing agendas and minutes, but especially for putting together and 
publishing the Community Times, which miraculously drops on people’s mats bi-monthly.  The CT also makes a huge 
financial contribution as you will see from our accounts. 

The Calendar team also deserve special thanks for producing this ‘must have’ part of Nayland life.   
On the subject of accounts, I would like to thank Iain Wright for stepping forward at last year’s AGM to fill the Treasurer’s 

role.   
Last year we organized our usual events – the Quiz, Bonfire night and Christmas Fayre and in addition the Picnic in the 

Park in July complete with duck race.  Thanks to everyone who helped with those; Rachel Hitchcock and helpers for the 
Quiz, Iain Wright and Mandy Cook for the PIP with some good performances from local groups and individuals.  I must also 
mention the Duck Race team who eventually overcame the fact that the ducks were travelling faster than the waders in the 
stream but a last ditch interception by someone jumping in at the finish line and catching the winning duck saved the day.   

The rain that started during the afternoon of 5th November and continued throughout our Bonfire night had considerable 
impact on our evening.  It not only caused problems for the firework team but also meant our food and drink stalls were set 
up inside the hall rather than outside.  Numbers were down as was the profit made but we still had a good evening.  Thanks 
to everyone involved in our Bonfire Night and to Fred Bugg for organizing the bonfire. 

The final event was the Christmas Fayre when we eventually attracted a few more stalls than normal, and had a good 
musical performance from Nayland Primary School.  Further thanks are due to the CT distributors and those who put up 
notices. 

The Christmas tree once again took pride of place in the Village centre and looked good, despite a car being in the way 
when we arrived to put it up.   

The following grants were awarded: £1000 Village Hall Endowment Fund, £250 Table Tennis Group for a new table, £250 
Amy Napper for a charity trip to Malawi, £400 First Response for a new defibrillator, £150 towards holding a local history 
exhibition.  In January, we agreed to give £3,500 to the VHMC towards the cost of their kitchen upgrade works.   

We will continue to work with the Parish Council and others towards having a community defibrillator installed at the Fire 
Station. 

Moving forward into 2016 it is an important year for the Community Council and we’re all looking forward to the Street 
Fayre on 17th July.  I want to thank Claire and the team for their ongoing efforts and very much hope that everyone supports 
this big village event marking 50 years of the Community Council. 

My final comment is to request that members make an effort to reply to emails which request/invite a reply regarding is-
sues we are considering. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Officers were re-elected en bloc: President Ken Willingdale, Vice President Bryan Smith, 
Chairman Neil Barbrook, Vice Chairman Colin Ramsell, Secretary Lorraine Brooks, Parish Council Rep Martyn Booth, 
Legal Advisor Katie Wright.  Committee members were re-elected en bloc: Executive Tricia Hall, Julie Clark, Iain Wright, 
Individual Claire Buller, Vicki Sargent, Rachel Hitchcock, John Parsonson, Colin Moule.  Maggie Ryan was elected as Treasurer 
and welcomed to the CC. 
FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES:   Street Fayre - Sunday 17th July 2016 
Other Dates: Calendar Competition Monday 2nd May, Fun Quiz Friday 7th October, Fireworks Saturday 5th November, 
Christmas Fayre Saturday 4th December.  
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2016 

The photographic competition to generate images for the 2017 
Nayland with Wissington Calendar took place on 2nd May.  There 
were 138 beautiful scenes submitted, making selection of just 
twelve scenes and a cover very difficult indeed.   

The judge, Geoff Meadowcroft, was impressed by the marvellous 
variety of village activities and picturesque views that had been 
represented and the interesting compositions captured. 

The photographs selected were submitted by Graham Wiles, 
Anna Boon, Anne Spencer, Hazel Gardiner, Mike Hunter, Sybil 
Wade, Lorraine Brooks, Sandra Gibbons, Wendy Sparrow, Julian 
Baker and Mandy Cook. 

As hoped entries represented the different seasons with our range 
of weather conditions, from glorious sunshine to mist and flood.  
Locations ranged from village activities and events such as the 
Church Fete, Open Gardens, Flower Show and Remembrance 
services, to parish landmarks, such as St James' and St Mary’s 
churches and the Pound House.  There were a variety of street 
scenes, views of the meandering river Stour, the countryside and 
farming views and some interesting architectural and natural features including the horseshoe weir and Anchor bridge. Several 
people managed to capture spur of the moment scenes, such as a helicopter visiting the Anchor Inn, harvesting the crops and 
scenes of traffic negotiating floods on the by-pass.  The goose who has taken up residence by Bear Street bus stop was also a 
popular subject. 
 

CALENDAR PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 


